U’WA

The word Uwa means "Intelligent people", who know how to speak. We are Indigenous people who have lived for a millenarian time  in territory of Sierra Nevada del Cocuy and the states of Casanare, Arauca, Boyacá, Santander y North of  Santander. The population of the Uwa community is approximately of 8,000 people, and our maximum authority are know as the Werjayas, who know the sacred laws.

CULTURE

We have inherited our culture from our ancestors and we have passed it on in turn to each next generation and it has preserved a fundamental respect for mother Earth, nature and human beings. Our cultural heritage is based on the knowledge, the practice of our millenarian laws and the instruction on behalf of all the members of the community. Our mission is to preserve a balance in the world.

TERRITORY

Our ancestral territory consisted of the present denominated states of Casanare, Arauca, Boyacá, Santander , Norte de Santander and the territories of Pedraza in Venezuela with an approximate extension of..........With regard to the extension of this territory, the National Colombian Government has only recognized the 15% of its total.

OIL

In the Uwa language, Oil is known as Ruiría, which signifies: blood of mother earth. This precious liquid that according to the Colombian government could help to resolve the economic crisis, for the Uwas is Sacred. Our myths of Origin tell us that the oil must not be extracted, and should remain in its place.  It plays an integral and vital role and must not be taken out, this will only be the center of greediness , disorder and illness, which is in charge of destroying the environment and men. Because we are clearly aware of its destructive results, we the Uwas are  opposed to the exploitation of these oil reserves in our territory. 

PART 1
THE UWAS FACING  OIL EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION  IN OUR ANCESTRAL TERRITORY

In 1.995, OXY, the international oil multinational company,  ECOPETROL, the Colombian state company, the Interior Ministry,  represented by the General Department of Indigenous Affairs, the Ministry of Mining and Energy and the Ministry of the Environment invited us to  the city of  Arauca with the purpose of  informing us that there was an oil project planned in our territory. We, the U’wa categorically rejected   this project from the very beginning because it is opposed to  our cultural principles. However, the Ministry of the Environment, based on this meeting alone, considered that it  had consulted the Uwa community and issued an environmental license giving the oil project to the OXY  (Resolution 110 of the 3rd of February, 1.995).  Once again we were deceived, our cultural, legal and humanitarian rights at a national and international level as indigenous people were not recognized. 

LEGAL PROCEDURES

In this time, the U’wa people through the  Defensoría del Pueblo (ombudsman) initiated Legal Action as a transitory mechanism in order to avoid  irremediable damage due to the flagrant  violation of our FUNDAMENTAL CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT OF  PARTICIPATION.  This was a result of  a court decision of the  Honorable Constitutional Court in 1.997 (3-FEB/97) which recognized the Consultation right that the Uwa had and ordered it to be accomplished in the term of 30 days, however, this consultation process was never carried out.  

Continued legal action by the  Defensoría del Pueblo, on behalf of the U’wa community, gave notice of the Invalid Status of the Environmental License, before the honorable State Counsel.  However, contrary to the previous resolution, a judicial decision issued by the State Counsel in the year  1.997 (3-MAR/97), stated that the Uwa People were consulted in  Arauca in the year 1.995, thus the Environmental License was legal. 

The result : contradictory decisions of the two most important courts of the Colombian Justice.  The reason is simple, the aim of the government is not to protect the human rights of the people and even less the ones of a minority, it is about protecting the economic interests of the multinationals. Sovereignty, the divine belonging, the national and cultural  identity , the ethnic integrity of a community, which all constitute the multicultural aspect of  our country, are considered as past history that  only serve to  hamper the development of a country.
INTERNATIONAL COURTS

Taking into account the decisions of the Colombian court, we, the Uwas went to the Interamerican commission of Human Rights of the American States Organization (AS0) and initiated action against the Colombian State. This action is still in process because they have not passed a sentence to date. 

The National government through an official memorandum  dated 18th of April, 1998 from the  External Affairs Ministry asked the intervention o the ASO and Harvard University, to help seek alternatives of solution to the Uwa conflict. This  external consultation body presented eight recommendations which  don't take into account the importance of respecting the Uwa culture, because they consider that the project must soon or later be carried out; however, they recommend to have the approval of the Uwa community.

Part ll

THE DECEIT

THE MINISTER OF THE ENVIRONMENT, JUAN MAYR MALDONADO, ARRIVES TO THE UWA TERRITORY TO FULFILL HIS MISSION. ( 30TH Of  December 1998)

On the 30TH Of  December 1998, the newly  named Minister of the Environment, Juan Mayr Maldonado, arrived to our territory and expressed that he was well acquainted with the concerns of the Uwa people. His work with our brother and sister communities from the Sierra Nevada of Santa Marta helped him to formulate his  speech in the aspects of the indigenous vision. (see attachment the responsibilities of Mayr by the Indigenous authorities of the Sierra Nevada-)

The result is the extension in ____________km2 of the United Uwa Reserve (Resolution 056 of August, 1999, issued by the INCORA). However, the newly recognized lands are manipulated and favor the interest of the National Government and the OXY and not the true desires of the Uwa community, because if the petition of the Uwas had been respected, the Project of Gibraltar 1, wouldn´t have been allowed because this project is inside the Uwa territory. 
