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HEADLINE: U'wa vs. 'Oxy'; native Colombian tribe U'wa opposes oil exploration by

 Occidental  Petroleum

BYLINE: JEFFREY, PAUL

 BODY:

    Ancient Colombian culture clashes with modern appetite for oil

    They called it dialogue. Standing barefoot in the sun, the U'wa looked up at the government officials sitting comfortably on a stage six feet in the air.

    The delegation from the Colombian government had traveled to this isolated village in midsummer because the U'wa had blocked area highways to prevent trucks belonging to  Occidental  Petroleum -- known here and in the North as "Oxy" -- from reaching the company's Gibraltar I drill site at Cedeno.

    An awning advertising Aguila Beer protected officials from the tropical July heat. A bevy of aides provided chilled bottles of water for officials, while dozens of soldiers and police ringed the area. The television crews that flew in from the capital with the government delegation captured every official word but turned to film the crowd of Indians only when it broke into a chant of "U'wa si, Oxy no."

    The highway blocking was the latest incident in a life-or-death struggle over land rights between indigenous Colombians, some 7,000 strong, and a powerful U.S. oil company with ties to Al Gore and his family. The ongoing clash, prompted in part by Colombia's dwindling supply of oil, has implications 

for the U.S. market, and for church leaders in Colombia, who are trying to determine how best to accompany the U'wa in their struggle.

    The current conflict echoes earlier battles throughout the Americas between indigenous cultures and powerful economic interests intent on exploiting natural resources.

    The U'wa, whose territory is nestled in the misty forests of northeast Colombia near the border with Venezuela, have been engaged in a struggle with Occidental  over land rights since the early 1990s, when scientists from the giant petroleum company found evidence of 1.3 billion barrels of crude oil more than two miles below the tribe's land. In 1995, the Colombian government granted Occidental  an exploration permit, ignoring a constitutional requirement that the U'wa be consulted first.

When tribal leaders complained, the Colombian government tried appeasing the U'wa by dramatically enlarging the U'wa reservation. Yet tribal leaders say the  sites where  Occidental  wanted to drill were left out of the newly configured territory. Moreover, the U'wa argue that the entire area belonged to them until Spanish missionaries and agricultural settlers began systematically encroaching  on their land over hundreds of years. That erosion has continued. One recent report shows the Colombian government stripped the tribe of 85 percent of its land between 1940 and 1970.

    As company geologists and engineers moved in after 1995 to build roads

through the reservation, so did the Colombian army, installing two military

bases in the area and harassing local residents. In February, when the U'wa

blocked roads leading to company drilling sites, army troops beat and evicted

the demonstrators.

    In March, the U'wa gained a temporary reprieve in the courts, but a higher court ruled against them in May. When  Occidental  began moving heavy equipment and materials toward Cedeno, the U'wa and local mestizo peasants (those of mixed Spanish and Indian blood) again blocked area roads. While they permitted other traffic to pass, they lay their bodies in front of  Occidental  trucks. In June, the government sent in riot police and soldiers; 28 demonstrators were injured and 33 arrested.

    Rare show of unity

Undeterred, the U'wa and the mestizos -- in a rare show of interethnic unity -- maintained the roadblocks, forcing government officials to fly July 7 to nearby Saravena, from where they and the Bogota television crews were ferried by  helicopter to Cubara. It was the second such "dialogue" to take place. In August

1998, a similar group of officials came here, but when U'wa leaders began complaining about broken promises, the government representatives got up and walked out.

This year they stayed put, even as tribal leaders read long documents strongly critical of the government and  Occidental.  This time, confronted by mounting international support for the U'wa cause and unified local opposition to  Occidental,  the government had to at least make a show of listening. The day ended with an agreement to hold further talks in the capital.

Protesters removed their roadblocks. Tribal leaders weren't optimistic, but felt they had to demonstrate good faith.

The U'wa remain adamantly opposed to drilling. To emphasize the seriousness  of their opposition, tribal elders have raised the possibility of mass suicide if the tribe loses out in its struggle against big oil. U'wa history offers a  precedent. In the late 17th century, several hundred U'wa jumped off a 1,200-foot cliff rather than submit to forced colonization by Spanish missionaries and tax collectors. The area was subsequently renamed the "Cliff of Glory."

"The land is the root of who we are," Roberto Cobaria, a former tribal president, told NCR. "From the land we were born. To drill into the earth damages the land, the body of the world. Petroleum is like blood, running  everywhere throughout the body of the earth. We demand that the government respect our culture and our sacred land. The U'wa people have a culture that goes far back, and land was always what produced life for us. Without land, there is no life. Without land, where are we going to sit? Where are we going to cultivate our crops? Where are we going to educate our children? Without land,

there is no life for us."

Cobaria has traveled through the United States and Europe talking with politicians and activists, explaining the politics of oil. "For the petroleum companies, progress means pumping out all the oil. But when it's all gone, what are we going to eat? Progress for them means taking all the petroleum to another world, leaving us here poor," Cobaria said.

The U'wa appeal for solidarity has borne fruit. In the United States, U'wa supporters have spoken out during  Occidental  shareholder meetings, banged drums outside the Bel Air, Calif., home of  Occidental  CEO Ray Irani, demonstrated at the Democratic Party's convention in July and picketed the offices of  Fidelity  Investments, the world's largest mutual fund company, urging it to  divest  an estimated $ 500 million in  Occidental  shares.

"We thought for a while that we were alone," U'wa leader Gloria Tegria said. "Yet we've come to realize that a lot of people help us, people who, like us, don't want to see Mother Earth die. This international solidarity has given us more respect inside the country. It's forced the government and the military and the insurgents to have to respect us."

U'wa supporters have also dogged the campaign trail of Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore, whose family has long had close business and personal ties to  Occidental.  Gore has often wined and dined with  Occidental  officials, but he has rebuffed repeated requests for a meeting with U'wa leaders

traveling to the United States.

A generous donor

Occidental  has been a generous donor to Democrats in recent years, and the Clinton administration has been responsive. According to an investigative report by Ken Silverstein, published in May in The Nation, Energy Secretary Bill Richardson traveled to Colombia in 1999 to meet with government officials on the company's behalf. Richardson also hired a longtime  Occidental  lobbyist, Theresa Fariello, to serve as deputy assistant secretary for international  energy policy, trade and investment. While working for  Occidental,  Fariello had lobbied the Energy Department on behalf of the company's interests in Colombia. And the revolving door swings the other way: A former treasurer of the

Democratic National Committee and close aide to Gore, Scott Pastrick, was hired  by  Occidental  in 1997 to lobby the Clinton administration to support its Colombia operations.

For those who support the victims of  Occidental  policies, solidarity can prove costly. Early in 1999, three U.S. activists were kidnapped and killed while accompanying the U'wa. The three were assassinated by the leftist Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, called FARC. Rebel leaders blamed a rogue local guerrilla commander for the killings, but both U'wa leaders and independent observers in Colombia suggest more is at stake. They say the rebel forces have constantly opposed the U'wa struggle, unlike Colombia's other main leftist army, the National Liberation Army, called ELN. That army has grudgingly honored the U'wa request to be left alone.

FARC's anti-indigenous posture may be influenced by payments from Occidental,  a common practice in Colombia for companies doing business in areas controlled by rebel forces. The only  Occidental  official in Colombia authorized to issue public statements, Legal Director Juan Carlos Ucros, did notrespond to repeated phone calls.

Yet  Occidental's  vice president for communication and public affairs, Lawrence Meriage, acknowledged before a U.S. Congress subcommittee last February that  Occidental  personnel regularly pay off guerrillas in exchange for being left alone (see accompanying interview).

Meriage told the hearing that Colombian "guerrillas and the U.S.-based radical NGOs [nongovernmental organizations] are both engaged in the cynical manipulation of the small indigenous U'wa community in order to advance their own agendas," and claimed that "the U'wa are in no position to speak openly about what is really happening." Meriage admitted that his remarks about the situation on the ground were based on the observations of " Occidental  representatives who have overflown" the U'wa region.

Meriage claimed during the hearing that one benefit of  Occidental  operations in the U'wa region had been the increased presence of government troops. He said Occidental  supported increased U.S. military assistance to Colombia, and even urged the United States to expand its military operations in 

Colombia -- largely focused on coca eradication efforts in the south of the country -- into Colombia's northeast, where the U'wa stand in the way of its drilling operations.

Human rights workers and church leaders are increasingly worried, too, about the presence in the area of paramilitary units that are independent but usually  closely linked to the military.

Time for church to step in

According to Fr. Luis Fernando Miyan, a Catholic priest from the diocese of  Arauca's indigenous ministry program, "It's a good time for the church to step up its accompaniment of the U'wa." As a beginning to that process, the bishop of Arauca, Rafael Bernal Supelano, came to Cubara in February to listen to the U'wa. Miyan has been present since, talking with protesters on the barricades, inviting U'wa leaders to church-sponsored conferences on indigenous themes.

Such accompaniment may help save lives, but Miyan recognizes it certainly won't be easy. "The church has been present here for more than 50 years. We're looking for a project of church accompaniment where the indigenous are the protagonists, subjects of their own process of change. In the past, our

indigenous ministry made decisions for them, it was very paternalistic. Some of  them say we deceived them and destroyed their culture. So our work with the U'wa today isn't very close. Rather, there's distance and separation between us. They haven't told us to leave but neither have they told us to stay. We want to improve the relation. My role as a priest today is to get close to them, listen  to them, accompany them, make friends with them, make them understand that the church wants to work with them, that they make the decisions and the church accompanies them," Miyan told NCR.

The violence that has wracked Colombia for decades seems destined in the coming months to reach more completely into isolated corners of the country. In  July, U.S. President Bill Clinton signed a $ 1.3 billion aid package that further militarizes Colombia's seemingly endless war. Included in the package is an increased presence of U.S. troops and the provision of 63 high-tech military  helicopters to the Colombian military and police.

While most of the rhetoric about the U.S. aid has focused on drugs, petroleum figures into the political equation. In 1999, oil was Colombia's biggest export, accounting for 31 percent of total exports and 24 percent of the central government's income. Colombia is the eighth-largest supplier of foreign  crude oil to the United States, with more than 330,000 barrels per day shipped primarily to Gulf Coast refineries in Texas and Louisiana. Yet the well is beginning to run dry, and unless new reserves are discovered, Colombian officials claim they will have to import oil beginning in 2005. U.S. officials would like to guarantee a safe and steady supply of crude from neighboring countries like Venezuela and Colombia, thus lessening dependence on Middle East  providers.

According to Fernando Montano, a lawyer with the National Indigenous Organization of Colombia, the expansion of  Occidental's  operations -- with the help of the Colombian and U.S. governments and militaries -- is typical of the effect of globalization on small indigenous groups in the Third World. "Our

lands are up for sale to the highest bidder, no matter what we say, and no matter what the constitution says," said Montano, a member of the Zenu tribe, one of 84 indigenous groups in Colombia. "The government has opened the doors to foreign corporations, inviting them to come and invest in mega-projects that don't respect our land or our culture. It's very clear in Colombia that the interests of capital take precedence over the interests of indigenous peoples." 

Occidental  has promised the U'wa it will respect the environment and their culture, but tribal leaders say the company's deeds speak louder than words. They point to the nearby Carlo Limon oil field, where  Occidental  currently extracts more than 100,000 barrels a day but where the Guahiba tribe has paid a 

high price for  Occidental's  profits. After  Occidental  opened roads into the  jungle, mestizo settlers soon followed. Alcohol abuse and prostitution accompanied the construction workers who were brought in from the city. As construction progressed, the Guahiba watched the fish die in their sacred Lipa Lagoon, which indigenous leaders claim was poisoned by contaminated runoff and grew stagnate after  Occidental  blocked the lake's outlet streams with its access roads. Protests by the tribe had no effect. Eventually, the Guahiba gave  up, their culture and communities destroyed.

"Oxy wants to see the U'wa become like the Guahiba," said Tegria. "They want to see us reduced to picking up aluminum cans beside the highway. They want our  girls and women to work as prostitutes. That's progress for them. But not for us. We'd rather die than give in."
The Nation
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HEADLINE: Al Gore's Teapot Dome; Occidental Petroleum acquires large portion of Elk HIlls; Brief Article  

BYLINE: COCKBURN, ALEXANDER  

Al Gore succeeded where the Administration of Warren Harding failed. He privatized Elk Hills, the huge oilfield outside Bakersfield, California, set aside long ago as a strategic reserve for the Navy. Back in the Harding days, Interior Secretary Albert Fall went to jail for taking a $100,000 bribe to approve lease of the field to Edward Doheny. For seventy years, lingering recollections of Teapot Dome remained strong enough to stymie attempted raids on the military's largest strategic fuel reserve. Nixon tried to sell it, and so did Reagan; each time Congress beat them back.  

But Al Gore was pledged to "reinvent government," and in 1996 an item in the Defense Appropriations Bill under Gore's auspices finally approved the sale of Elk Hills to private interests. Various oil companies savored the prospect of acquiring this immense prize. In 1998 Occidental Petroleum emerged as the lucky winner, buying up to 78 percent of Elk Hills for $3.65 billion--the largest privatization in US history.  

Normally, the Department of Energy would have been responsible for examining whether the sale of this important national asset was in the best interests of the country. But the DOE was absolved from this task. Instead, Gore arranged for the consulting firm ICF Kaiser International to assess the sale. The chairman of ICF Kaiser was none other than master-fixer Tony Coelho, friend of Al and for a time overseer of the Gore presidential campaign. ICF Kaiser duly delivered a wholehearted and unqualified certification of the deal.  

Acquisition of Elk Hills was vital for Occidental and its CEO, Ray Irani. Low in oil reserves, Occidental had previously been viewed as heading for ruin, but the Elk Hills deal tripled its US oil reserves at a stroke, leading to a gratifying reversal in the company's fortunes; its stock surged 10 percent immediately after the sale. Although the bidding on the government asset had been conducted on the presumption that Elk Hills oil cost $4.50 a barrel to extract, Occidental was soon pulling it out of the ground for a sensationally profitable $1.50 a barrel.  

 It didn't take long for ugly talk to swirl around the oil industry that the auction had not been conducted on a level playing field. A full review of the documents relating to the sale could settle such unworthy suspicions, but these same documents are in the custody of the Energy Department, and Secretary Bill Richardson has obdurately refused to release them. Occidental CEO Irani has been hailed for his perspicacity in acquiring the Elk Hills reserve, but the $470,000 the company has contributed in soft money to Clinton, Gore and the Democratic Party since 1992 is plainly no less shrewd an investment. Refreshing the Gore family coffers is of course an old and hallowed tradition at Occidental, whose founder, Armand Hammer, had Albert Gore Sr. on the payroll at $500,000 a year as a reward for sheltering him from J. Edgar Hoover.  

This spring Gore hiked the value of his holdings in the company, from the $250,000-$500,000 slot to $500,000-$1 million. Unkind souls might say that in the process of reinventing government Gore has done himself a huge favor. Not so, his aides cry indignantly. The shares are not really the Vice President's, since he inherited them as part of his father's estate and has merely been managing the portfolio on his mother's behalf. This gives a whole new definition to the phrase "arm's length."  

This bout of reinventing government had Gore presiding over another huge privatization of taxpayers' property, the US Enrichment Corporation, which had been managing two uranium-processing plants, in Kentucky and Ohio, for the Energy Department. It was sold in 1998, in an IPO that brought in $1.9 billion. The new owners immediately fired 500 workers and now want to close down the Ohio plant, laying off a further 2,000.  

Managing the IPO were pals of Gore such as his former domestic policy adviser, Greg Simon, who was hired by the reinventors to help handle the sale at a wage of $10,000 a month. Similarly enriched by working on the sale was a longtime Gore intimate and former White House counsel, Jack Quinn. Peter Eisner of the Center for Public Integrity, which has done excellent work on this sale, said, "Career patrons of Gore are sprinkled throughout the whole business. It's really kind of like a poster child for changing the system, the whole USEC case. It's embarrassing."  

As noted above, Gore controls a nice slice of Occidental's stock. He therefore has a fiduciary responsibility to keep an eye on such Occidental operations as the extensive drilling program in the country of the U'wa people in Colombia. The U'wa are deeply opposed to the despoliation of their ancestral territory and have threatened to starve themselves if the plan goes ahead. Occidental stockholders are no doubt hoping that the torrent of military hardware now being funneled to Colombia by the Clinton/Gore Administration will put paid to such obstructionism once and for all.  

Maybe it's not surprising that Gore got along well with Viktor Chernomyrdin, regarded as one of the most successfully corrupt men in Russia. The empathy between Gore and Chernomyrdin was not discommoded by a CIA report sent to the Vice President that detailed the corrupt activities of the former Russian prime minister. Gore sent the report back to the CIA, with the word "bullshit" loyally scrawled across its cover (the CIA later found out that Chernomyrdin charged a German business executive a million dollars for a meeting).  

That same year, in 1995, Gore was known in the White House as the "solicitor in chief" on account of his pertinacity in extracting campaign funds from corporate chieftains. Some of the biggest cash infusions came from Arco, which was looking for cheap oil on federal lands in Alaska, an objective the company duly achieved when the National Petroleum Reserve--which the Navy had jealously guarded for eighty years--was opened for drilling by a White House refreshed by $200,000 from Arco to the Democratic National Committee. In 1994 Arco's CEO, Lodwrick Cook, was invited to the White House, where President Clinton presented him with a sumptuous birthday cake. I'm not sure Chernomyrdin was that brazen.  
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HEADLINE: Occidental Oil Explorations Endanger The Survival of Ecuador's Indigenous Tribes

BODY:  

Occidental Oil Explorations Endanger The Survival of Ecuador's Indigenous Tribes  

In April, 1997, Rainforest Action Network (RAN) sounded an alarm, charging that Occidental Petroleum Corporation was preparing to start seismic testing and oil drilling in eastern Ecuador's Block 15, a millionacre tract of primary Amazonian Rainforest north of the Napo River. RAN warned that the

construction of oil exploration roads into the remote area would lead to the ecological destruction of the region and would threaten the survival of the Native peoples who live there -- the Huaorani, Secoya, and Siona.  

Occidental Petroleum, a California-based company, leased oil extraction rights in Block 15 from the Ecuadorian government in 1986. Due to the opposition of environmental groups and the fact that the eclogically sensitive region contains a relatively small supply of oil -- only enough to satisfy U.S.

needs for about two weeks -- development of the area was put on hold for nearly a decade. Early 1998, however, Occidental announced plans that it was proceeding with oil exploration in Block 15.  

Occidental is one of the world's largest oil companies, with corporate assets totaling nearly 18 billion and annual. revenues of over 9 billion. It produces oil and gas in twelve countries, and it is exploring for oil in

twenty-three others. It has racked up a notoriously poor record on environmental and indigenous rights issues, particularly in the Upper Amazon River Basin. On June 25, 1997, the Candoshi people in northeastern Peru accused Occidental of invading their legal territory and drilling exploratory oil

wells, despite the tribe's vehement opposition to such development. In Columbia, the U'wa people have been fighting to keep Occidental from drilling for oil on their ancestral homelands, and they fear that a 1997 Constitutional Court decision will allow the government to approve oil explorations despite

the tribe's objections, which includes thousands of U'wa willing to commit mass suicide.  

Now, it appears that Occidental is running roughshod over the peoples living in Block 15. For thousands of years, the Secoya, Siona, and Huaorani have lived as wise stewards of the region, honoring and protecting the two million acres of rainforest that make up their ancestral homelands. If  Occidental is not stopped soon, chainsaws will slice wide seismic test tracts through the region's irreplaceable rainforest, and giant Caterpillar tractors will scrape away the fragile topsoil, turning "temporary" roads into permanent

highways of exploitation.  

The Huaorani living in Block 15 are some of the least acculturated of Ecuador's indigenous people. Until about thirty-five years ago, they ferociously resisted contact with the outside world, and several Huaorani clans remain "uncontacted" today. Their language, Waorani Terero, has no linguistic connection to any other known language. The Huaorani population is estimated at only about 1,200, not counting several uncontacted clans, and their physical and cultural survival is severely endangered.  

There is growing evidence that one of the most reclusive Huaorani clans, the Tagaeri, has migrated into the forest of Block 15, probably as a result of Occidental's recent oil explorations in neighboring areas. The Tagaeri have diligently avoided all contact with outsiders, making them one of the world's last independent, self-sustaining nomadic cultures. Unfortunately, their move north of the Napo River puts them directly in harm's way. Occidental's incursions into Block 15 have begun to impact Ecuador's Secoya and Siona peoples, who live on the banks of the Aguarico River in the northeastern province of Sucumbios. There are only about 350 Secoyas and 250 Sionas  remaining in Ecuador.  

The majority of the Secoya and Siona people have consistently opposed oil exploration in their homelands, fearing that development would lead to their cultural and territorial extinction. Under growing pressure from Ecuador's environmental and human rights groups, Occidental promised to negotiate with the Secoya and Siona before prospecting for oil on their lands, but the company appears to be employing underhanded tactics to get its way.  

On February 24, 1997, Occidental called a meeting at the Secoya communal center of Sehuaya to discuss its desire to start oil exploration on Secoya lands. In order to attend the meeting, most Secoyas would have had to travel one-half to three hours by river boat. Because Occidental had previously called and then canceled community meetings, many people did not go to the February meeting. It was attended primarily by some younger delegates to the Secoya Peoples' Organization (OISE). The few elders and women who were present demanded the need to safeguard the tribe's traditional interests. No action was taken.  

In May, 1997, Occidental called another meetings, which was attended by 130 Secoyas. By using threats of military intervention and of the revocation of indigenous land titles, and by promising to provide "gifts" of Western supplies, the company persuaded the twenty-six-year-old leader of OISE, Javier Piaguage, to sign over exploration rights to the Secoya homelands.  

In exchange for signing over rights to the last 45,000 acres of pristine rainforest of his people's land, Piaguage was promised: 1 outboard motor, 1300 sheets of tin roofing, 44 sets of aluminum pots, 5 rolls of plastic, 50 rolls of chicken wire, 200 pounds of nails, and 200 plastic tubes -- to be distributed evenly among all his people. The agreement also stated that the Secoya would receive 1,000 Ecuadorian sucres (about 30 cents U.S.) per meter of seismic test tracks cut, or about U.S. 36,000. Secoya elders and women still oppose, strongly, the deal and say that, by admitting Occidental into their  homelands, Piaguaje has signed a cultural death sentence for the Secoya and Siona. These wise voices went unheard.  

Although Occidental has not met most of the terms of its agreement with the Secoya, it has already launched explorations of the tribe's lands. It is also cutting exploratory tracts from the Aguarico to the Napo River and into the territory of the Tagaeri, the 'uncontacted' Huaorani clan.  

As of October, 1998, Occidental has divided the Secoya, bribing the people of the Sehuaya Community to sign a contract that Occidental could drill and extract three wells for 85,000. However, On October 7(th) the community leaders of the Secoya and Siona, acting in resistance, tore up the contract. The newly-formed resistance group travels to Quito to appeal support from UTEPA, a proindigenous branch of the Ecuadorian government, who allies with the Secoya, Huaorani and Siona People.  

On October 8, 1998, RAN received a fax from Humberto Piaguaje, the newly-elected president of OISE, the Secoya Organization, presenting a public denouncement before the Ecuadorian people and the citizens of the world, as well as on television stations in Ecuador, expressing the Secoya disgust at Occidental's petrol activities in their ancestral homeland. He stated strongly a respect for the Secoya culture and ancestral values, that all negotiations must be processed with OISE, the Ecuadorian government, and with national and international organizations; that the Secoya People will not be manipulated and splintered from their natural and global environment; and that the ancestral union of the Secoya People will not be an object and victim of petrol provocation.  

Occidental has found oil in Secoya Territory. They are moving in and acting as if nothing is going to stop them. Although they are being watched by environmental groups, they continue to bribe, bicker, threaten as they continue to write up legal contracts.  

RAN, Accin Ecolgica, and other environmental and human rights groups have condemned Occidental s insensitive operations in the Upper Amazon. They charge that it is ludicrous to destroy one of the world's largest intact wilderness regions and to endanger the region's indigenous cultures in order to

extract what amounts to about a two-week supply of gasoline in the U.S.!  

Accin Ecolgica asks individuals and groups to write letters of support, denouncing the exploitation of Block 15 and demanding a COMPLETE moratorium on Occidental Petroleum Corporation activities within the Secoya, Siona, and Huaorani Amazon Rainforest homelands. Accin Ecolgica has also called on

Americans to boycott Occidental products until the company agrees to negotiate its agreements with the Secoya and Siona, and until it provides safeguards for the adequate protection of the region's peoples and their homelands.  

In a recent press release, Accin Ecolgica challenged the international community to take action now, before it is too late. The effect of Occidental's petrol activities will affect the environment for whole world. "What is happening in Block 15 in the Ecuadorian Amazon affects the indigenous people living there and ultimately all people everywhere. We must safeguard the cultural heritage of these original people to keep the entire world humane. We must insure the survival of these unique and fragile tropical eco-systems to

keep all living beings in this world diverse and healthy." 

As of December, 1998, Oxy Ecuador has broken off negotiations with the Secoya tribal government OISE and signed an agreement with one Secoya village (Si'ecoya) for the drilling of the first test well. This was done in secrecy and without notifying the pre0sident and negotiating commission of OISE, nor the

external observers selected by the Secoya, thus violating previous commitments made by Oxy Ecuador for a "transparent process of negotiation" with the entire Secoya community and for the entire community's benefit.  

The Secoya community and OISE had requested a three-month moratorium on the negotiations so it could contemplate the environmental impact study and management plan and complete its integrated community development plan. Oxy had been rather slow in giving the Secoya access to the ElS (Environmental Impact

Study).  

Instead of respecting this request Oxy Ecuador personnel secretly approached the Secoya of the Si'ecoya village and offered them 60,000 if they would sign an agreement for the road and first test well.  

Unfortunately, the families of Si'ecoya were tempted by this offer and signed an agreement (on September 24) with Oxy Ecuador for 85,000. Oxy Ecuador is trying to justify this action by saying that the land title of the Si'ecoya community gives it the right to negotiate by itself and for itself. This is a narrow legal interpretation, but it is unethical because of the previous commitments of the company to an open process, and because the entire Secoya community has traditionally viewed tribal lands as communal property, not asthe property of a few families. Indeed, the lands around Si'ecoya weredemarcated with great effort by the entire Secoya community and are used by all

tribal members for hunting, fishing, and collecting plants.  

This secret negotiation has had a devastating impact on the Secoya comunity. The people of Si'ecoya immediately came under intense criticism from

their fellow tribes people and they have now met and renounced the agreement

they signed on September 24. Once the secret negotiation with Si'ecoya was

discovered and OISE president Humberto Piaguaje protested to OXY, he said "I'm

not talking to you anymore." OXY also refused to accept a letter from Gilberto

Piaguaje and Celestino Piaguaje saying that they wished to annul their

signatures on the September 24 agreement.  

